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full flood of successful ambition. Thus the organ-
iser of a North German power must work while
his horizon was already darkening. In grasping the
lands which formed his birthright the Great Elector
was defying, though as yet he knew it not, two of
the greatest forces of modern times. Hohenzollern
rule on the Niemen was to become a challenge to
Russia and to the Slavic advance, while the Hohen-
zollern lord of Cleves must ultimately reckon with
the belief of Frenchmen that the Rhine is the
boundary designed by nature for their state.

During the first critical years of his rule, however,
the plans of the Great Elector were of the humblest.
Striving for existence rather than for empire, he
was not too proud to beg for help in every likely
quarter. Among our own State-papers are to be
seen his letters suing for petty favours which Charles
I., so long as diplomacy would serve, was very will-
ing to grant. The King of England marked the
small esteem in which he held the untried and ob-
scure Elector by pressing upon him the hand of his
niece, a princess of the fugitive and bankrupt House
of the Palatinate, Frederick William's relations
with Poland, the suzerain of whom he held Ost-
Preussen, show yet more clearly how slight was his
power at his accession. When the Lutherans of
Konigsberg threatened riot because a Calvinist was
chosen to preach the funeral sermon of George
William, the Elector did not blush to solicit the
Papist King, Wladislaus IV., to admonish these
unruly Protestants, To this end he bade his minis-
ter at Warsaw " make humble request to His Maj-